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Real Life Apologetics – Introduction to why study apologetics 
 

The most frequently used verse for the necessity of apologetics is 1 Peter 3:15. 

 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and 

respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 

behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.    

 

I have heard very little said in reference to the verses surrounding 1 Peter 3:15.  In many 

instances it appears to be plucked out of the context in which it was intended to be read 

in.  What was Peter's original audience facing that would prompt him to write those 

words?  The terms harm, suffer, threats and frightened appear in verses 13 and 14.  In other 

parts of the letter, Peter tells his readers that they will face trials.   

 

 1:6      ...though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of  

  trials. 

 

 2:19   But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable  

  before God. 

  

 3:17    It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

  

 4:12    Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as  

  though something strange were happening to you. 

  

 4:16    However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that  

  you bear that name. 

 

 4:19    So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves  

  to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

 

 5:10    ...after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you... 

        

It was in the midst of those trials, when the Christians were suffering for doing what was 

right, that Peter was encouraging them to revere Christ as Lord.  We are called to live in a 

manner different from the world around us.  We have an eternal hope that supersedes the 

afflictions we face in time.  As we act in reverence to our Lord during our struggles, we shall 

also be ready to tell everyone why we remain hopeful through difficulty.   

 

Holy living while under persecution gets noticed, even in a corrupt world.   

 

Let's break apart 1 Peter 3:15 and see what we can learn. 

 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord  
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• Christ is our Lord and he must be the foundation of our faith.  While God did give us 

our intellect, he does intend for us to be the center of our faith in him. 

Always be prepared to give an answer 

• prepared - we must be ready.  That means that we spend time reading his word, 

thinking through what we will say.  We must be studied on the subject. 

• answer - not just any response.  To give an answer, we must understand the 

question and know how to respond to it.  

to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have 

• everyone -  there could be many different types of people looking for answers 

o believers - those that knew Jesus 

o  

� needed to be reminded that Christ suffered 

� needed encouragement that current situation is short-lived 

� needing to be reminded of the hope that they have. 

o skeptics - those who are considering belief, but have some doubts 

o  

� Jews hearing of Jesus being the Messiah 

� Gentiles hearing of Jesus being the Savior 

o critics - those who are antagonistic to faith in Jesus.   

o  

� These people rarely want to hear about your hope, but rather want to 

tear down your faith. 

� They think that they understand how the world should be, and since it 

is not that way, God cannot exist 

� Typically better evangelists than Christians 

• reason - not blind faith, but rather some explanation of why you have hope 

• hope - the knowledge that this life is not all there is 

o justice will be served by a perfect judge  

o we have life after this one 

o we will spend forever with Jesus   

but do this with gentleness and respect 

• gentleness - recognize that people are hurting and are in need of a Savior. 

• respect - not trying to intellectually bully someone.  Not degrading someone for 

their doubts or questions.   

It must be remembered that the act of salvation does not come from someone's great 

answer to questions of faith, but rather because of the work of the Holy Spirit regenerating 

someone's heart.  How the Spirit uses us is up to him. 
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Another verse that I think is foundational to the manner in which we defend our faith is 2 

Corinthians 5:20.   

 

 

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

 

Ambassadors: 

• represent the one who sends them 

• must be knowledgeable about the message 

• our character must reflect the message 

• we must be familiar with the whole message 

Why should we do apologetics? 

• Philippians 1:7   - Paul defended and confirmed the gospel 

• Hebrews 5:14 - as a part of training in discerning good from evil 

• 2 Corinthians 10:5 - To demolish arguments that set themselves up against the 

knowledge of Christ, to take every thought captive to make it obedient to Christ 

Most people, most of the time, rightly refuse to believe something without there being 

evidence to support that belief.   

 

Given multiple contradictory claims, how does one differentiate truth from error? 

 

Example:   The holy book of Islam is the Quran 

                The holy book of Christianity is the Bible. 

                

Since there are contradictory statements between these books, how is one to determine 

which, if either, is correct?  Evidence! 

 

Examples of apologetics in Scripture: 

• Peter's address to the crowd:  Acts 2:14-41 

o v. 14 - let me explain to you...listen carefully 

o v. 22 - which God did among you through him, as you know 

o v. 29 - makes extensive reference to David, a subject the audience knew well 

o v. 36 - Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this... 

o v. 40 - with many other words he warned them, and he pleaded with them 

o This address appears to be spontaneous, but Peter was prepared to explain 

what was occurring and why 

• Paul's message to the Jews in Thessalonica:  Acts 17:1-4 

o Took place in the Jewish synagogue 

o reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the 

Christ had to suffer and rise  
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o some Jews were persuaded 

o large number of Greeks persuaded 

 

• Paul's message to the Greeks in Athens:   Acts 17:16 

o reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and God-fearing Greeks 

o reasoned in the marketplace with those who happened to be there 

o affirmed the Greeks - very religious people 

o Paul was invited to share his views  

o Paul used Greek culture and their beliefs as the basis of his apologetic 

 

• Personal ministry of Paul:   1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

o Paul became everything to everyone so that he may save some 

 

Many people have real objections to Christianity and are ready to attach the intellect of 

anyone who believes in God or Jesus.  If we don’t address these questions in meaningful, 

thoughtful ways, it may be easy for us to be led astray by these objections.  In upcoming 

sessions of this class, I hope address some of these objections and give solid reasons why 

the Christian faith is reasonable and not a leap of blind faith.   

 

 
 


